
New Hope-Solebury School District
Policy Committee Meeting Minutes

March 26, 2014 – 6:00 pm
District Conference Room

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm.

II. Roll Call

The following Committee Members were present:

Dr. Raymond Boccuti
Ms. Michelle Churchill
Ms. Wenmei Ge
Mr. David Lieberman
Mr. Stuart Perrone
Ms. Suzan Rohn
Mr. Steven Yanni
Ms. Susan Atkinson

The following additional staff member was also present:

Ms. Beth Simon

III. Old Business

Minutes
The Committee approved the draft minutes from the February 26, 2014 Policy Committee meeting.

IV. New Business

Policy Comments from March Board Meeting  
The Committee discussed a suggestion from the public to include in Board Meeting agenda packets 
both black-lined and clean copies of revised policies.  It was noted that a black-lined copy is helpful 
when changes are minor, but is difficult to read when changes are extensive.  It was also noted that 
Board members are not merely approving the changes made to a policy, but rather the entire policy.  

The committee discussed a suggestion from the public that the Board review recommendations from 
the policy committee twice prior to voting to approve those recommendations.  It was noted that the 
Board meets only once per month, and the public is invited to attend Policy Committee meetings.  The 
Committee discussed differences in practice in New Jersey and Pennsylvania public schools.  The 
Committee concluded that black-lined copies and “second reads” would be provided only when 
deemed helpful for the public and Board members.

Policy 121 Field Trips
The Committee reviewed the district's current Policy 121 and the sample field trip policy provided by 
PSBA.  The Committee approved the “Administration of Medication” language proposed by PSBA.  



The Committee also determined that the district's policy should include additional language provided 
by PSBA, including a requirement that the Board approve field trips that “are planned to keep students 
out of the district overnight or longer.”  The Committee determined that all field trips should be 
“directly aligned to the curriculum and standards of learning.”  The Committee agreed to recommend 
the revised policy for Board approval.  Mr. Perrone will obtain sample policies from PSBA regarding 
transportation and insurance for future use.  

Policy 204.1 Family Educational Trips 
The Committee revised Policy 204.1 to clarify the requirement that approved family educational trips 
“will be limited to five (5) school days in any given academic year.”  The Committee agreed to 
recommend the revised policy for Board approval. 

Policy 210 Medications
The Committee reviewed language provided by PSBA regarding medications, including delivery, 
storage and disposal of medications.  Ms. Simon and Mr. Lieberman discussed securing and 
refrigerating medications.  The Committee discussed parents attending field trips to administer 
medications, and it was decided that Policy 210 must be consistent with the district policy regarding 
proper clearances (Policy 916).  The Committee agreed to recommend the revised policy for Board 
approval.

Policy 220 Student Expression/ Distribution and Policy 913 Non-School Groups
The Committee reviewed sample Policy 220 provided by PSBA and determined that it is fully aligned 
with the district's current policy.  The Committee agreed to include in Policy 913 language provided by 
PSBA to differentiate Policy 913 (applicable to non-school groups) from Policy 210 (applicable to 
students).  The Committee agreed to recommend the revised Policy 913 for Board approval. 

Non-Resident Students (F-1 Visa Students)
The Committee discussed a suggestion from the public to develop a policy to permit qualifying 
international students to pay full tuition and attend the district.  Dr. Boccuti identified the benefits of 
developing such a policy, and the Committee agreed that Mr. Perrone, Mr. Yanni and Dr. Boccuti 
should gather information on this topic.

Acceptance of Credit Card Payments
The Committee discussed a suggestion from the public to develop a policy to permit payment to the 
district to be made by credit card.  The Committee questioned whether credit card fees would be too 
costly to the district, and Mr. Perrone agreed to conduct additional investigation.

Policy 313 Evaluation of Employees
PSBA merged the district's current Policies 313, 412, 413 and 512 to develop a new merged Policy 313. 
Dr. Boccuti briefly discussed changes required by law related to evaluating staff.  These changes appear 
to be reflected in the merged policy provided by PSBA.  The Committee requested that Ms. Rohn and 
Mr. Yanni review the language in this revised policy to ensure that it is consistent with practice in the 
district and changing state requirements.

Policy 314 Physical Examination
PSBA merged the district's current Policies 314.2, 414.2 and 514.2 to develop a new merged Policy 
314.  The Committee questioned the status of the district's current Policy 314 (Communicable 
Diseases), and Mr. Lieberman noted that the language in this communicable diseases policy is outdated 
and should probably be deleted from the policy manual.  Mr. Perrone will contact PSBA and confirm 



that revised Policy 314 (Physical Examination) should replace current Policy 314 (Communicable 
Diseases).  The Committee agreed to recommend the revised policy for Board approval (provided that 
Mr. Perrone can confirm that the communicable diseases language should be replaced).

Policy 314.1 HIV Infection
PSBA merged the district's current Policies 314.1, 414.1 and 514.1 to develop a new merged Policy 
314.1.  It was noted that the merged policy includes a requirement that the district provide opportunities 
for staff to participate in in-service education on HIV Infection.  The Committee agreed to recommend 
the revised policy for Board approval.

Policy 316 Nontenured Employee
PSBA merged the district's current Policies 316 and 416 to develop a new merged Policy 316.  The 
Committee determined that only non-substantive changes were made, and the Committee agreed to 
recommend the revised policy for Board approval.

Policy 317 Conduct/ Disciplinary Procedures
PSBA merged the district's current Polices 417 and 517 to develop a new merged Policy 317.  The 
Committee noted that all substantive language added to the policy by PSBA was required by state law, 
and the Committee agreed that all changes were in the best interest of students.  The Committee agreed 
to recommend the revised policy for Board approval.  

Policy 317.1 Reporting of Arrests and Convictions
PSBA merged the district's current Policies 350, 450 and 550 to develop a new merged Policy 317.1.   
The Committee noted that all substantive language added to the policy by PSBA was required by state 
law, including criminal background check requirements.  The Committee agreed to recommend the 
revised policy for Board approval. 

V. Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 8 pm.

VI. Next Meeting

The next Policy Committee meeting will be held on April 23, 2014 at 6 pm in the District Conference 
Room. 


